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That's one small step for a man, one giant leap for mankind
(EB-1/530)
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Muslim contribution in proggess of civilization
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LTS SR GE

It 1s the Arabs who should be regarded as the real founders of
physics (p.25).

33T At 05 1 (Philip Khuri Hitti [1886-1978]) %
WU o1t GA U St Fren A e A (1970)
: .l,fd;u}iﬁi}fc)l,]&//)id;u%/t@

No people 1n the Middle Ages contributed to human progress
so much as did the Arabians and the Arabic-speaking
peoples. (History of the Arabs, Macmillan, 1970, p. 4)
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This stream was re-diverted into Europe by the Arabs in
Spain and Sicily, whence it helped create the Renaissance of
Europe. (History of the Arabs, p. 307)
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Islam changed the face of the globe. The traditional order of

history was overthrown.(Henrt Pirenne: A History of Eurgpe,
London, 1939, p. 46)
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(IIeliocentriC)u’}';@ria_/L.JJL?L St B &
Nicolaus Copernicus )u’ﬁ/}’/ I8 Ul lisd_bd Spl
K bt (Galileo Galilei [1564 -1642]) uvg S ([1473-1543]
Sty b $ATY nd = 5358 (Johannes Kepler [1571-1630])
(EB-4/522)_L s

S L W F S b ek (198Dt L U
ORI R () e QK et ¥ E 1850 dk L)
Gt L K e e B K e Ui
U AL PN LRS- SRR 2
Ao S A o BB I Bk i S

In view of this fact, the meaning of Christ itself lost some of
its impact, and the divine act of salvation appeared merely as
a tiny episode within the history of an insignificant little star.
(EB-4/522)
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At one time, when religion was totally connected with the
whole existence of the individual as well as that of the
community and when kingdoms were in varying degrees
connected with religious powers or religious institutions,

there could be no kingdom that was not in some sense sacred
(EB-16/118)
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Power corrupts and absolute power corrupts absolutely.
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Islam changed the face of the globe. The traditional order of
history was overthrown. (A History of Enrope, p. 46)
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The whole project of modernity, despite its stunning success,
is highly problematic. This i1s because all attempts to fill the
place which God was forced to vacate at the start of the
project...with reason, with the general will, the dialectic of
history...have been of no avail, and each has ended up in one
kind of nihilism or another.
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These institutions survived until the main museum and library
were destroyed during the civil war of the 39 century AD; a

subsidiary library was burned by Christians in AD 391
(EB-1/479).
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There are many accounts of the burning, in several stages, of
part or all of the library at Alexandria, from the siege of Julius
Caesar 1n 47 BC to its destruction by Christians 1n AD 391
and by Muslims in 642.In the latter two instances, it was
alleged that pagan literature presented a danger to the Old
and New Testaments or the Quran. (EB-3 / 1084)
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The Cambridge History of Islar
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...during the Middle Ages the trend was almost entirely from

East to West (when Islam acted as the teacher of the West) (p.
888-89)
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Arab science and philosophy... contributed greatly to
developments in Europe. (p. 232)
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Science and philosophy in Arabic came into existence
through the stimulus of translations from Greek. (p. 226)
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He more clearly recognised and stated the importance of
experimentation than any other early alchemist and made
noteworthy advance in both the theory and practice of
chemistry. (p. 380)
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It failed to produce a single scientist. (EB-16/37)
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India may have to face the danger of large-scale intellectual
dwarfing in two decades if the problem of malnutrition and

protein hunger was not tackled soon. (Statesman, Delhi,
September 4, 1970)
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From India to Spain, the brlliant civilization if Islam
flourished. (p. 395)
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Most of the classical literature that spurred the European
Renaissance was obtained from translations of Arabic
manuscripts in Muslim libraries. (EB-15 / 040).
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Indeed, Lyell's books were largely responsible for convincing
the world at large that the Bible could be wrong, at any rate in
some respects, a hitherto unthinkable thought. (p. 29)
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The debt of our science to that of the Arabs does not consist
in startling discoveries of revolutionary theories. Science owes
a great deal more to Arab culture, it owes its existence.

(Making of Humantty, 190)
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It 1s highly probable that but for the Arabs, modern industrial
civilization would never have arisen at all. (p. 202)
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Most of the classical literature that spurred the European
Renaissance was obtained from translations of Arabic
manuscripts in Muslim libraries. (EB-15 / 06406)
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This stream (of Greek culture) was redirected into Europe by
the Arabs in Spain and Sicily, whence it helped create the
Renaissance of Europe. (p. 307)
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Science, ever since the time of the Arabs, has had two
functions: (1) to enable us to know things, and (2) to enable
us to do things. The Greeks, with the exception of
Archimedes, were only interestd in the first of these....
interested in the first of these...Interest in the practical uses
of science came first through superstition and magic. (The
Impact of Science on Society, p. 29)
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For (the ancient man) nature was not just a treasure trove
of “natural resources” but a goddess, “Mother Earth”. And
the vegetation that sprang from the earth, the animals that
roamed the earth’s surface, and the minerals hiding in the
earth's bowels, all partook of nature's divinity. So did
allnatural phenomenon—springs and rivers and the sea;
mountains; earthquakes and lightening and thunder. Such
was the original religion of all mankind.

(Arnold J. Toynbee, Reader’s Digest, March 1974)
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Scientists of the Middle Ages reached high levels of

sophistication and prepared the ground for the scientific
revolution of the 16t and 17t centuries. (EB—14/ 385)
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The debt of our science to that of the Arabs does not consist
in startling discoveries of revolutionary theories; science owes
a great deal more to Arab culture, it owes its existence.
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There was no further scope for cosmology in the model,

which continued to be taught and used almost everywhere
until the 17t century. (EB-18/1013)
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Despite their reverence for Aristotle, they did not hesitate to
criticize his notion of a universe of concentric spheres with

the earth at the centre, and they admitted the possibility that
the earth rotates on 1ts axis and revolves around the sun.

(Edward Mc Nall Burns, Western Civilization, W.W. Norton &
Company Inc, New York, 1995, pp. 36)
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Little is known of Galen's final year. (EB-7/850)
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A Treatise on the Small-pox and Measles
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In most places in India, people believe that these diseases are
caused because the goddess 1s angry with their family or their
community. The goddess expresses her anger through the
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diseases. The people believe that the only hope of cure for
these diseases 1s by giving her offerings in order to please her.
They do not feed the sick child or care for him because they
fear this will annoy the goddess more. So the sick child
becomes very weak and either dies or takes a long time to get
cured. These diseases are caused by virus infection. It is
essential that the child be given plenty of food to keep up his
strength so that he can fight the infection. (9)
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Linguistic philosophy has an inverted vision which treats
genuine thought as a disease and dead thought as a paradigm
of health.
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One 1dea, however, 1s common to all ancient systems. Writing 1s
divine. It 1s inherently holy. Writing 1s the speech of the gods.
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One of the factors which retarded linguistic progress was the

belief among early Christian writers and persisting well into

the Renaissance era, that all languages were derived from

Hebrew. Willlam L. Wonderly and Fugene Nida in“Linguistic

and Christian Mission” Anthropological Linguistics, vol. 5,
pp- 104-144
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And supposing the tide of Islam had not been stemmed.
Nothing so delayed the advance of science in the West as the
clumsiness of the Roman numerals. Had the Arabic numerals,
which had reached Baghdad from India towards the end of
the eighth century, been soon afterwards introduced into and
adopted by western Furope as a whole, much of that
scientific progress which we associate with the Renaissance in
Italy might have been achieved several centuries earlier.
Wilfrid Blunt, The Times (London, April 2,1976)
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It boosts our sense of national pride to note that the zero was
conceived 1n india. (p. 6)
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The Indian numbers first entered Spain, then Italy, France,
England and Germany...Indian numbers were accepted
completely... Their adoption turned to the turning point in the
history of mathematics and science.
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Arabic numerals—the numbers, 0,1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9; they may
have originated in India but were introduced to the western
world from Arabia. (EB-1/469)

Zz <

ot QLS LZCM:;Li!d/S{f 9000 o FFoldf
_%Zﬂ.u'éb//uufy)&/'”

89



skl &R 5L L e 688k L
P d]/i!;i - 25 uu,/?d/dj/t}t Ub Pl f L $r Sao
S P E VU o AL I L F S
(EB 10/817)

A WS ST AR SN B
U S a2 -8 B U LUt 830,327 f LK st
7530"/!&742—-//'"&Ugfvm/@ﬂ-kfgufdbfﬁfﬂéﬁﬁ/f;{vg
w_%?ut[;w'(}L:w«;/ww/mgﬁ_ujgf;w@/ﬂfu?t@/
?C(Jywut?ﬁjdﬂuﬁrﬁu{,l:@%%u;(dj/t;gt),wf
GBSkl

Bertrand Russell: A Hestory of Western Philosophy, [London
1984] p. 416
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The invention, probably by the Hindus, of the digit zero has
been described as one of the greatest importance in the
history of mathematics. Hindu literature gives evidence that
the zero may have been known before the birth of Christ, but
no inscription has been found with such a symbol before the

9t century (EB-1 / 1175).
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This agricultural development was one of the gloties of
Moslem Spain and one of the Arab’s lasting gifts to the land,
for Spanish gardens have preserved to this day a“Moorish”
imprint. (History of the Arabs, p. 528)
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One of the best features of the Arab economy was

agriculture, particularly the skillful use of irrigation, which

they learnt from living where water is scarce. To this day

Spanish agriculture profits by Arab irrigation works. (A
History of Western Philosophy, p. 4106)
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A philosophy of history which is undoubtedly the greatest
work of its kind that has ever yet been created by any mind in
any time or place. (EB-9/148)
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As a theorist on history he had no equal in any age or country

until Vico appeared, more than three hundred years later.
Plato, Aristotle and Augustine were not his peers (EB-9/148)
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Though they (Abu Bakr and Umar) were masters of vast
empire, yet they lived the life of paupers.
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He had married his niece, Matrina, thus offending the
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religious scruples of many of his subjects, who viewed his
second marriage as incestuous. (EB-8/782)
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My experience 1s that if ever any religion approached to this
equality in an appreciable manner, it 1s Islam and Islam alone.
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Some form of censorship has appeared in all communities,

small and large, in all parts of the world, at all stages of
history. (EB-3/1083)
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Ancient society was essentially intolerant (743)
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